Service of Supplication (Moleben)
for Christian Unity

Reconciliation – The Love of Christ Compels Us
(cf. II Corinthians 5.14-20) 

[image: image1.png]



2017 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Introduction
Welcome to this service of supplication for Christian unity.
This Eastern Rite service incorporates the World Council of Churches service for the 2017 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity into the general moleben (or supplicatory service) format as served in Orthodox and Eastern Catholic churches.

The theme for the 2017 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, on the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, is twofold: on the one hand, there should be a celebration of God’s love and grace, reflecting the main concern of the churches marked by Martin Luther’s Reformation; on the other hand, we should also recognize the pain of the subsequent deep divisions which afflicted the Church, and offer an opportunity to take steps toward reconciliation.

Pope Francis’s use of the quote “The Love of Christ Compels Us” (II Cor 5.14) in his 2013 Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium provided the theme for this year. This biblical text emphasizes that reconciliation is a gift from God, intended for the entire creation. As a result of God´s action, those who have been reconciled in Christ are called, in turn, to proclaim this reconciliation in word and deed, living no longer for themselves, but for Christ who died for all.

The love of Christ compels us to pray, but also to move beyond our prayers for unity among Christians. Congregations and churches need the gift of God´s reconciliation as a wellspring of life. Above all, they need it for their common witness to the world. May the wellspring of God´s gracious reconciliation overflow in this year’s Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, so that many people may find peace, and so that bridges may be built. May people and churches be compelled by the love of Christ to live reconciled lives and to break down the walls that divide!
Opening Prayers
Priest:
Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.

Reader:
Amen. 

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of truth; who art everywhere and fillest all things; Treasury of blessings, and Giver of life; come and abide in us, and cleanse us from every impurity, and save our souls, O Good One.


Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3 times)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.


O most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, cleanse us from our sins. O Master, pardon our transgressions. O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities, for Thy name’s sake.


Lord, have mercy. (3 times)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.

Priest:
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.

Reader:
Amen. 


Lord, have mercy. (12 times) 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.


Come, let us worship God our King.


Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God.


Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, our King and our God.

Psalm 98
Reader:
O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things. His right hand and his holy arm have gotten him victory.
The Lord has made known His victory, he has revealed His vindication in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises.

Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody. With trumpets and the sound of the horn, make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord.

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it. Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together before the Lord, for He comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Glory to Thee, O God.
(3 times)

Great Litany 
Priest: 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 
For the peace from above and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 
For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy churches of God, and for the union of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 
For this holy house and for those who enter with faith, reverence, and the fear of God, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 
For all bishops, for the honourable priesthood, the diaconate in Christ, for all the clergy and the people, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 
For our sovereign lady, Queen Elizabeth, for this land and for all those in seats of authority, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 
For this city, for every city and country, and for the faithful dwelling in them, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.

Priest: 
For seasonable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord. 
People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 
For travellers by land, by sea, and by air; for the sick and the suffering; for captives and their salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 
That we may be cleansed of our sins and transgressions which have dried up in us love for God and for our neighbour, and that it may be established by the power, action and grace of the most-holy Spirit, and rooted in all our hearts, earnestly let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 
That there may be planted and rooted in us by the grace of the most-holy Spirit the new commandment of His New Testament: that we love one another, and not merely satisfy ourselves, but rather always strive for His glory and the building up of our neighbour, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 
That there may be uprooted in us hatred, envy, and jealousy, and all other passions, which destroy brotherly love, and that there may be planted unfeigned love, fervently let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 
That there may be kindled in us the fervent love of God, and our neighbour, by the grace of His most-holy Spirit, and thus burn out to the very roots the passions of all our souls, and bodies, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 
That there may be uprooted in us the passion of self-love, and rooted instead the virtue of selfless love, by the power of His most-holy Spirit; with broken, and contrite hearts, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 
That we may not love the world, and that which is in the world; but rather, have true love for God, and for His glory, and that we may love that which is profitable, and for the salvation of our neighbour, so that we may ever gaze on the good things prepared in heaven; and that we may seek all these with all our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 
That truly we may love, not just our friends, and brethren, but also our enemies; and do that which is good to those who hate us, with the power, action, and grace of His most-holy Spirit moving us, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 
That we may examine ourselves, condemn ourselves, and, ever looking upon our own transgressions, humble ourselves before God, and before everyone, never condemning our brothers or sisters, but loving them as our very selves, by the power, action, and grace of His most-holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 
That we may imitate the burning love of the Christians in ancient times, for God, and neighbour; and that we may be their heirs, and successors, not only in image, but in true action, by the power, action, and grace of the most-holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 
That He may keep us immovable in the Faith, in peace, and the unity of burning love, increasing in all virtues; and preserve us unharmed from all soul-corrupting passions, by the power, action, and grace of the most-holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and necessity, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 
Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by Thy grace. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 
Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and glorious Lady Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary with all the saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our life unto Christ our God. 

People:
To Thee, O Lord.
Priest: 
O Lord Jesus Christ, our God, who gavest a new commandment to Thy disciples, that they should love one another: accept this offering for the remission of all the sins of Thy servants. And by Thy Holy Spirit renew love for Thy goodness and for our neighbours, which has waxed cold in us. Establish this love with strength in our hearts, that, fulfilling Thy commandments, we seek not on earth our own ends, but that which is to Thy glory, the building up of our neighbour, and for salvation. 

For Thou art a merciful and man-befriending God, and unto Thee we ascribe glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto the ages of ages. 

People:
Amen.
God is the Lord (Tone 4)
Priest:
In the fourth tone, God is the Lord and has revealed Himself to us. Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord. O give thanks to the Lord for He is good; His mercy endures forever. 

People: 
God is the Lord and has revealed Himself to us. Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord.

Priest:
All nations surrounded me, but in the name of the Lord I destroyed them. 

People: 
God is the Lord and has revealed Himself to us. Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord.

Priest:
I shall not die, but live; and recount the works of the Lord. 

People: 
God is the Lord and has revealed Himself to us. Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord.

Priest:
The stone which the builder rejected has become the cornerstone; this is the Lord’s doing, and it is wonderful in our eyes. 

People: 
God is the Lord and has revealed Himself to us. Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord.

Troparion and Kontakion (Tone 4)

People: 
Thou didst bind Thine apostles in the bond of love, O Christ, and hast firmly bound us, Thy faithful servants, to Thyself, that we may fulfil Thy commandments and have unfeigned love for one another, through the prayers of the Theotokos, O only Friend of man. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 

Kindle our hearts with the flames of love for Thee, O Christ God, that being inflamed by this, in heart, mind and soul, we may love Thee with all our strength, and our neighbour as ourselves,
and that, keeping Thy commandments, we may glorify Thee, the Giver of all good. 
Divided by Our Sins – Rite of Confession

Leader: 
In the course of history, there have been many renewal movements in the Church, which is always in need of deeper conversion. Sometimes these movements have led to unintended divisions. This fact contradicts what Jesus asks in John 17.23: “that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that Thou hast sent me and hast loved them even as Thou hast loved Me.” Let us confess our sins and pray for forgiveness and healing for the wounds which have resulted from our divisions. As we name these sins we will see how they become a wall which divides us. 

A moment of silence is kept.

Leader: 
Let us pray: God in heaven, we come to Thee in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We experience renewal through Thy Holy Spirit, and yet we still construct walls that divide us, walls which hinder community and unity. We bring before Thee now the stones with which we erect our walls and pray for your forgiveness and healing. 
People:
Amen.
As each sin is named, the corresponding stone is brought forward to build a wall. Following a moment of silence, the stonebearer (Rn) makes a plea for forgiveness, and the congregation responds, “Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.”

Leader: 
We confess our failure to love.

R1:
Gracious God, the love of Christ compels us to ask forgiveness for whenever we have failed to love. We humbly pray:

People:
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.

Leader: 
We confess our hatred and contempt.
R2:
Gracious God, the love of Christ compels us to ask forgiveness for our hatred and contempt for one another. We humbly pray: 

People:
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Leader: 
We confess that we make false accusations.
R3:
Gracious God, the love of Christ compels us to ask forgiveness for denouncing and falsely accusing one another. We humbly pray:

People:
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Leader: 
We confess our prejudice.

R4:
Gracious God, the love of Christ compels us to ask forgiveness for all forms of prejudice and discrimination against one another. We humbly pray: 

People:
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Leader: 
We confess that we persecute others.

R5:
Gracious God, the love of Christ compels us to ask forgiveness for persecuting and torturing one another. We humbly pray:

People:
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.



Leader: 
We confess our broken communion. 

R6:
Gracious God, the love of Christ compels us to ask forgiveness for perpetuating broken communion among our churches. We humbly pray: 

People:
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.



Leader: 
We confess our intolerance.

R7:
Gracious God, the love of Christ compels us to ask forgiveness for banishing our brothers and sisters from shared homelands in the past, and for acts of religious intolerance today. We humbly pray: 

People:
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.



Leader: 
We confess our waging of religious wars.

R8:
Gracious God, the love of Christ compels us to ask forgiveness for all wars that we have waged against one another in His name. We humbly pray:

People:
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.


Leader: 
We confess our divisions.

R9:
Gracious God, the love of Christ compels us to ask forgiveness for living our Christian lives divided from one another and from our common calling for the healing of all creation. We humbly pray: 

People:
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.


Leader: 
We confess our abuse of power.

R10:
Gracious God, the love of Christ compels us to ask forgiveness for our abuse of power and for our acts of exploitation. We humbly pray:
People:
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.

Leader: 
We confess our isolation.

R11:
Gracious God, the love of Christ compels us to ask forgiveness for the times when we have isolated ourselves from our Christian sisters and brothers and from the wider communities in which we live. We humbly pray:

People:
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Leader: 
We confess our pride.

R12:
Gracious God, the love of Christ compels us to ask forgiveness for our pride. We humbly pray: 

People:
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Leader: 
Let us pray. Gracious God, look upon this wall that we have built, which separates us from Thee and from one another. Forgive our sins. Heal us. Help us to overcome all the walls that keep us apart. Teach us to turn from our divisive ways. Make us one in Thee. 

People:
Amen.

The Reading from the Old Testament (Ezekiel 36.25-27)

Priest:
Wisdom. 

Reader:
The reading from the prophecy of Ezekiel. 

Priest:
Let us attend. 

Reader:
I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will take out of your flesh the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put My spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes and be careful to observe My ordinances.
The Prokeimenon (Psalm 18) & Epistle (II Cor 5.14-20)

Priest: 
Let us attend. 
Priest:
Peace be unto all.

Reader: 
And to thy spirit. 

Priest: 
Wisdom.

Reader: 
The prokeimenon in the fourth tone: I love Thee, O Lord, my strength; the Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer.
People: 
I love Thee, O Lord, my strength; the Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer.
Reader: 
For who is God except the Lord? And who is a rock besides our God? The God who girded me with strength, and made my way safe.

People: 
I love Thee, O Lord, my strength; the Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer.
Reader: 
I love Thee, O Lord, my strength. 

People: 
The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer. 

Priest: 
Wisdom.

Reader: 
The reading from the Second Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians. 
Priest: 
Let us attend. 

Reader: 
Brothers and sisters, the love of Christ controls us, because we are convinced that One has died for all; therefore all have died. And He died for all, that those who live might live no longer for themselves but for Him who for their sake died and was raised. From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once regarded Christ from a human point of view, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through us. We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
Priest:
Peace be unto thee, reader.

Reader: 
And to thy spirit. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

People: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Reader: 
With the loyal Thou dost show Thyself loyal; with the blameless man Thou dost show Thyself blameless; with the pure Thou dost show Thyself pure; and with the crooked Thou dost show Thyself perverse.
People: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Reader: 
For Thou dost deliver a humble people; but the haughty eyes Thou dost bring down. Yea, Thou dost light my lamp; the Lord my God lightens my darkness. 

People: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Reader: 
Yea, by Thee I can crush a troop; and by my God I can leap over a wall. This God—His way is perfect; the promise of the Lord proves true; He is a shield for all those who take refuge in Him.
People: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The Gospel (Luke 15.11-24)
Priest: 
Let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest:
Illumine our hearts, O man-befriending Master, with the pure light of Thy divine knowledge. Open the eyes of our mind to the understanding of Thy gospel teaching. Implant also in us the fear of Thy blessed commandments, that trampling down all carnal desires, we may enter upon a spiritual manner of living, both thinking and doing such things as are well pleasing to Thee. 


For Thou art the illumination of our souls and bodies, O Christ our God, and unto Thee we ascribe glory, together with Thy Father, who is from everlasting, and Thine all-holy, good, and life-creating Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
People:
Amen.

Priest: 
Let everything that breathes praise the Lord.

People: 
Let everything that breathes praise the Lord.
Priest: 
Praise God in His sanctuary; praise Him in His mighty firmament.
People: 
Let everything that breathes praise the Lord.
Priest: 
Let everything that breathes.

People: 
Praise the Lord.
Priest: 
And that He will grant us the grace to hear His Holy Gospel, let us pray to the Lord God. 
People: 
Lord, have mercy. (3 times)
Priest: 
Wisdom. Let us attend. Let us listen to the Holy Gospel. 
Priest:
Peace be unto all. 

People:
And to thy spirit.
Priest: 
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew. 
People:
Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee.
Priest:
Let us attend.
Priest:
At that time, Jesus said this parable: “There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that falls to me.’ And he divided his living between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him anything.
But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called thy son; treat me as one of your hired servants.”’
And he arose and came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee; I am no longer worthy to be called thy son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to make merry.”
People:
Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee.

A homily follows the Gospel.
Respond in Faith – Rite of Reconciliation

As the wall is dismantled and the stones are laid in the form a cross, the following Hymn of the Resurrection is sung:

Having beheld the resurrection of Christ, let us worship the holy Lord Jesus, the only sinless One. We venerate Thy cross, O Christ, and we praise and glorify Thy holy resurrection; for 

Thou art our God and we know none other than Thee; we call on Thy name. Come, all you faithful, let us venerate Christ’s holy resurrection. For, behold, through the cross joy has come into all the world. Let us ever bless the Lord, praising His resurrection, for by enduring the cross for us, He has destroyed death by death. 
Leader:
Let us pray: Gracious God, we have heard Thy word that Thou hast reconciled us to Thyself through Thy Son Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit transform our hearts of stone. Help us to become ministers of reconciliation and heal our churches’ divisions so that we may better serve as instruments of your peace in the world.

People:
Amen. 
The Sharing of Peace

Priest:
Peace be unto all.

People:
And to thy spirit.
Priest:
Christ is in our midst.
People:
He is and ever shall be.

The people may greet one another with the peace.
The Symbol of Faith
Priest:
Let us love one another, that with one mind we may confess:
People: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: the Trinity one in essence, and undivided.
Priest: 
In wisdom, let us attend.
The people sing:

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the only-begotten, begotten of the Father before all ages. Light of Light; true God of true God; begotten not made; of one essence with the Father; by whom all things were made; who for us and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became man. And He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered, and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 
And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life, who proceeds from the Father; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. In One Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Augmented Litany
Priest:
Have mercy on us, O God, according to Thy great goodness, we pray Thee, hear us and have mercy. 

People: 
Lord, have mercy. (3 times)

Priest:
Again we pray that the Lord will listen to the prayers of us sinners, and have mercy on us. 

People: 
Lord, have mercy. (3 times)
After each of the next four petitions, three people light their candles from a central light-source and the 12 remain standing around the cross until the section headed “Ministers of Reconciliation” below.
Priest:
Loving God, Thou didst send Thy Son Jesus Christ to reconcile the world to Thyself. We praise Thee for those whom Thou hast sent in the power of the Spirit to preach the Gospel to all nations. We thank Thee that in all parts of the earth a community of love has been gathered together by their prayers and labours, and that in every place Thy servants call upon Thy name. May Thy Spirit awaken in every community a hunger and thirst for unity in you. Let us pray:
People: 
Lord, have mercy. (3 times)

Priest:
Gracious God, we pray for our churches. Fill them with all truth and peace. Where faith is corrupted, purify it; where people go astray, redirect them; where they fail to proclaim Thy Gospel, reform them; where they witness to what is right, strengthen them; where they are in need, provide for them; and where they are divided, reunite them. Let us pray:
People: 
Lord, have mercy. (3 times)

Priest:
Creator God, Thou didst make us in Thine own image and redeem us through Jesus Christ Thy Son. Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred that infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love. And even in our weaknesses, work to accomplish Thy purposes on earth, so that every people and nation may serve Thee in harmony around Thy heavenly throne. Let us pray:
People: 
Lord, have mercy. (3 times)

Priest:
Holy Spirit, Giver of Life, we are created to become whole in Thee and to share this life on earth with our brothers and sisters. Awaken in each of us Thy compassion and love. Give us strength and courage to work for justice in our neighbourhoods, to create peace within our families, to comfort the sick and the dying, and to share all we have with those who are in need. For the transformation of every human heart, let us pray to the Lord:
People: 
Lord, have mercy. (3 times)

Priest:
For Thou art a merciful and loving God, and unto Thee do we send up glory, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
People:
Amen. 
Litany of Supplication and the Lord’s Prayer
Priest:
Let us complete our prayer unto the Lord. 

People: 
Lord, have mercy. 

Priest: 
Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by Thy grace. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: 

That the whole day (evening) may be perfect, holy, peaceful, and sinless, let us ask of the Lord.
People:
Grant it, O Lord.
Priest: 
Having asked for the unity of the Faith, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our life unto Christ our God.
People:
To Thee, O Lord.
Priest: 
And make us worthy, O Master, that with boldness and without condemnation we may dare to call on Thee, the heavenly God, as Father, and to say:
People:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.
Priest:
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.

People:
Amen.
Ambassadors for Christ – Ministers of Reconciliation
Christ’s commission: the 12 assistants pass the candlelight throughout the congregation until each person has a lighted candle.

Leader:
A lighted candle is a deeply human symbol: it enlightens the darkness, creates warmth, security and community. It symbolizes Christ, the light of the world. As ambassadors for Christ we will carry this light into the world, into the dark places where fighting, discord and division impede our united witness. May Christ’s light effect reconciliation in our thoughts, words, and deeds. 

Receive the Light of Christ and carry it into the dark places of our world. Be ministers of reconciliation! Be ambassadors for Christ! 
When the candles have been lit, the leader continues.

Leader:
We call out to Thee, most merciful God: Give Thy help to all who seek reconciliation so they may proclaim Thy mighty deeds of Love. We ask this in the name of Thy Son, Jesus Christ.

People:
Amen.
Dismissal
Priest: 

Wisdom. 

Priest:

Most holy Theotokos, save us.

People: 
More honourable than the cherubim, and more glorious beyond compare than the seraphim; without corruption thou gavest birth to God the Word; true Theotokos, we magnify thee.
Priest: 

Glory to Thee, O Christ, our God and our hope, glory to Thee.
People: 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.


Lord, have mercy. (3 times)



Father, bless.
Priest: 

May Christ our true God, through the prayers of His most pure Mother, of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles, of _____ (saints of the day), of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, for He is good and the Friend of man.
People: 
Amen.
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